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Abstract

Current research indicates that software reliability needs to be achieved through the careful inte-
<ration ¢f a number of diverse testing and analysis techniques. To address this need, the TEAM
~nvironment provides a framework for the extensible integration of and experimentation with soft-
ware testing and analysis tools. To achieve this flexibility, we exploited three design principles:
component technology so that common underlying functionality is recognized; generic realizations
so that these common functions can be instantiated as diversely as possible; and language inde-
pendence so that tools can work on multiple languages, even allowing some tools to be applicable
to different phases of the software lifecycle. .

The result is an environment that contains building blocks for easily constructing and experi-
menting with new testing and analysis techniques. Although the first prototype has just recently
been implemented, we feel it demonstrates how powerful modularity, genericity, and language in-
dependence can further extensibility and integration.



1 Introduction

As computer systems are being used increasingly in life critical applications, the quest for highly
reliable software is becoming paramount. With this quest arises the need for a validation process
that is capable of guaranteeing high reliability. Testing is the most common approach to assessing
software reliability, but for the most part testing has hitherto been an extremely human intensive
and ad hoc process with limited results. To achieve the high reliability required of today’s software
applications, a powerful environment that automates sophisticated testing and analysis techniques

is needed. We are developing such an environment, called TEAM for Testing, Evaluation, and
Analysis Medley. The TEAM environment strives to support:

* integration of diverse testing and analysis tools,

o eztensibility of that tool set so that new tools can easily be added,

o erperimentation with different approaches to software reliability, and
o full software lifecycle testing and analysis.

It is clear that no single testing or analysis technique alone can provide the reliability assurance
that is being sought for software. Instead, careful inlegration of a variety of techniques is required
so that complementary techniques can exploit each other’s strengths effectively. Exactly which
techniques provide complementary capabilities is not totally known at this time. To address this
issue, we have investigated several different techniques to understand their relative strengths and
weaknesses. We have performed a graph-theoretic analysis of various path selection criteria (9], an
algebraic analysis of the error detection capabilities of fault-based test data selection criteria (29],
and a comparison of the selectivity of classes of testing approaches [40]. In addition there have been
several studies into how to combine specific testing techniques, such as dynamic analysis with data
flow [26] and concurrency analysis with symbolic evaluation (13,37). Such work clearly indicates
that, to be effective, TEAM needs to support a variety of testing techniques with diverse foci.
Moreover, these techniques must be tightly integrated so that they can efficiently work together.

Our investigations have led to the selection of a preliminary set of testing tools to be included in
the initial TEAM environment. We expect, however, that as testing and analysis research progresses,
the set of desired capabilities and corresponding tool set will change. Hence, we have designed
extenstblility into the TEAM environment so as to facilitate additions and modifications to the
testing tool set.

Most evaluation of testing techniques has thus far been of an analytical nature. These theo-
retical studies have provided considerable insight into the relationships among testing techniques,
but have generated no empirical evidence of their relative value. Empirical studies are particularly
important in testing research since often worse case analysis can lead to very different conclusions
than experimental studies of typical operational performance (e.g., [3]). The TEAM environment
allows ezperimentation with different testing techniques and modification of the desired tool set ac-
cording to the experimental results. Experimentation of this sort requires that it be relatively easy
to add a new tool or to change the configuration of how certain tools interact. Therefore, TEAM
has been designed to facilitate the rapid prototyping of testing techniques and, most importantly,
combinations of testing techniques.

It has been repecatedly shown that it is more effective to detect and correct an error as early
in the development process as possible. Thus, we have had a long term interest in the develop-



ment of testing and analysis techniques that are applicable throughout the software development
and maintenance process. There have been several interesting analysis techniques proposed that
attempt to address pre-implementation testing [16,18,28]. We are striving to support testing and
analysis throughout the full software lifecycle within the TEAM environment.

This paper presents the design of our testing environment and describes how TEAM meets the
stated goals. The next section provides an overview of our approach and describes the high-level
architecture. Section 3 describes each of the major components of the TEAM environment and the
ramifications of our design decisions. In the conclusion, we discuss the status of TEAM, what we
have learned in the process of developing the environment, and our future plans.

2 The TEAM Architecture

The TEAM environment is designed to support the integration of and experimentation with an ever
growing number of diverse and powerful testing and analysis tools applicable throughout the full
software lifecycle. These goals have led to three important aspects in our design:

o identification of essential components and their interfaces;
e recognition of as many generic capabilities as possible;

‘o support for language independence.

We have identified a number of underlying analysis capabilities upon which many testing tech-
niques rely. These basic analysis components provide the building blocks for the creation and
integration of more sophisticated testing techniques within the TEAM environment. Often an ad-
vanced testing tool can be realized solely by compositions of interacting basic components. Creating
more sophisticated tool capabilities out of less complex, more general components is a powerful and
effective approach. A judicious choice of components provides the potential for reuse in a number
of larger tools, thereby facilitating rapid prototyping and lower development costs for new tools.
Moreover, we have observed that having first hand experience with such component technology
encourages tool designers to develop good modular decomposition for their own tools, thereby
extending the component tool library.

In addition to designing TEAM so that basic tool capabilities have been identified as system com-
ponents, we have also designed the components as generic capabilities whenever possible. Generic
components provide capabilities that can be instantiated to meet the needs of different testing
tools in the environment. To accomplish this generality, a generic component’s interface must be
designed to capture the essence of its capabilities and to provide an appropriate means for other
tools to tailor and fully exploit its features. The design of such generic components substantially
increases the initial development overhead of a project; it is much harder to design generic tools
than more specialized tools. We have found, however, that we gain substantial leverage from these
generic components and, thus, believe the overhead is worth the effort.

To support and further new testing techniques, particularly those that address the pre-
implementation phases of the lifecycle, it is important that the TEAM environment support an
assortment of languages, including specification, design, and coding languages. To accomplish this,
we have designed the system to be relatively language independent.

Of course, modularity, genericity, and even language-independence have been advocated for
software development for some time. Developers often do not, however, see the extent to which
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Figure 1: Layered Architecture of TEAM

they can exploit these ideas. In TEAM we have demonstrated how we have employed these ideas
to develop a rather novel environment that we believe will greatly improve the state-of-the-art in
software testing as well as provide a valuable platform for future research in software testing and
analysis.

We have selected an environment architecture that provides layers of capabilities designed to
support the implementation of advanced testing techniques. This architecture is shown in figure 1.
The boxes represent the different abstract machines or layers of the system, while the arrows
indicate which layers make use of which other layers. The architecture layers are briefly described
below and each is elaborated on in the next section. .

The highest layer in the architecture is the advanced testing tools. As noted, these tools are
primarily composed of the underlying components. Although we currently only provide a few
instances of advanced tools, it is envisioned that this layer will eventually contain a large number
of such tools. For example, we would like to see this layer support the RELAY model for integrating
test data selection and path selection techniques [30] and the EQUATE model of test data evaluation
[39]. We currently know of no proposed testing techniques that could not be naturally implemented
in the TEAM framework.

At the next level in the architecture are those capabilities provided as basic analysis components.
To date we have recognized three basic analysis components: interpretation, data flow analysis, and
reasoning. We would like each component in this layer to be very general, providing capabilities
required by many of the more advanced tools. Moreover, since the intended use of one of these
components may vary from one advanced testing tool to another or from one model of computation
to another, each should be designed to be extremely adaptable. We advocate an approach whereby
the basic underlying functionality of the basic analysis component is recognized and separated from
the more variable subparts, which must be instantiated depending on the desired use. Figure 2
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shows this decomposition. While all future basic analysis components may not lend themselves to
this particular decomposition, this seems to be an ideal design to be employed whenever possible.
As is discussed in the next section, we have exploited this design to the fullest in the development
of the interpreter and are extremely pleased with the adaptability we have achieved.

The language processing layer minimizes the impact of multiple source languages on the im-
plementation of testing tools. This layer is used to translate all software into a common internal
representation, which was chosen because it provides a substantial degree of language independence.
We have carefully designed the higher level tools so that they employ this internal representation
without regard to the source language. Thus, our environment supports analysis and testing for
multiple languages, and some tools are even applicable to languages from different phases in the
lifecycle. Moreover, the language processing layer of TEAM provides the typical lexical and syn-
tactic analysis tools so it is easy to extend the TEAM environment to recognize and analyze new
languages.

To support the integration of components, the lowest level of the TEAM architecture consists
of an environment support layer, which manages the sharing of objects between components. Each
component manipulates new or existing objects, and the interaction between components is through
these objects. The major requirement of this layer is to support the creation, storing, retrieving,
and sharing of the kinds of complex objects required by the testing tools.

3 Environment Description

The TEAM environment architecture of Figure 1 has been motivated by our study of the re-
quirements for the support of advanced testing and analysis tools, although we believe that this
architecture is likely to be useful in other environments as well. In this Section, we explore these
requirements and their effect on the environment design.



Basic Components

Advanced Tools interpreter data flow reasoning
data flow coverage [9,20,23,27] .

data flow coverage with feasibility [15] . .
data flow analysis [14]

data flow analysis with feasibility [26]
symbolic evaluation [10]

test data generation (10,35

domain testing [8,35]

mutation analysis [6,12]

partition analysis [28]

EQUATE [39]

RELAY [30]

Table 1: Advanced Tools and Their Required Basic Capabilities

3.1 Advanced Testing and Analysis Tools

The authors have been actively involved in development and evaluation of testing and analysis
techniques for some time (8,10,28,30,39,41]. In our research, we have seen an increasing need to
implement a wide variety of testing and analysis techniques, so that the resulting tools could be
used in experimental evaluation, as demonstrations of the techniques’ feasibility and utility, and/or
simply to gain insight into the practical ramifications of some of these techniques. Unfortunately,
the implementation of testing and analysis tools tends to be a major undertaking, and the resulting
tools are usually not flexible enough to be modified in the ways experimental results might indicate.
Moreover, it is fairly clear that these tools must be integrated together. For example, data flow
analysis tends to produce too many uninteresting anomalies unless it is integrated with a tool to
evaluate path feasibility and subsequently remove unexecutable anomalies.

In examining several of the advanced testing and analysis techniques that we wished to study
and implement, we noticed that they required only a few underlying capabilities, if we view these
capabilities in a broader sense than has been done before. In particular, interpretation, data flow
analysis, and reasoning facilities can be seen as basic fundamental operations required by a range
of testing tools. For example, many advanced tools require some form of interpretation where
the tool can monitor program state and/or exert control over the execution process, whether this
interpretation entails conventional execution, symbolic execution, or monitoring data flow uses on
paths. Work on a general data flow analyzer, which deals with arbitrary sequences of events instead
of being restricted to data definitions and references is already being pursued [24] as are reasoning
facilities that combine approaches and allow externally specified definitions of relationships [22,32].

Table 1 shows the reliance of many recently proposed testing systems upon these three basic
analysis components.  Clearly, this table does not present an exhaustive list of interesting testing
techniques, and defining the techniques and demonstrating their use of the basic capabilities is
outside the scope of this paper. It does serve to motivate how we arrived at our environment
architecture.

The basic components listed in table 1 are not readily available in most environments. In some



instances they involve making visible information that is generally hidden (e.g., the structure of
the internal code representation or of the execution state information). In other instances, they
represent capabilities that are likely to be tailored to and enmeshed in the details of that particular
advanced tool, instead of being isolated as an identifiable and callable unit. The effort required
to reuse such code or, alternatively, to redevelop code for the same basic capabilities, makes the
incremental process of developing new tools considerably more expensive. In TEAM, we provide

these capabilities as part of the basic substrate upon which the advanced tools are based, thus
facilitating the addition of more advanced tools to the environment.

3.2 Basic Analysis Components

As noted above, our basic analysis components provide capabilities for interpretation, data flow
analysis, and reasoning. We will not further discuss here the data flow component, as we do not
plan to implement a new data-flow analysis tool, but rather to import a system such as that
described in [24], which is compatible with the basic principles of TEAM. In the remainder of this
subsection, we explore our design for the interpretation and reasoning components.

3.2.1 The Interpretation Component

It may be far from apparent that interpretation is as common a requirement as is indicated in
table 1. Nonetheless, careful study will show that each of the advanced tools listed there will
be concerned either with monitoring program states that arise during execution or with exerting
control over the execution process. There are significant differences, however, in the underlying
semantic models characterizing those executions.

Consider, for example, the following scenarios for the execution of the statement A := B + C,
where A, B, and C are integer variables:

Actual Interpretation: One possibility is to request interpretation in a form that mimics, as
closely as possible, the actions that would be taken by compiled code for that statement.
This form of interpretation is the most familiar, and can serve as the basis for a wide variety
of tools and activities that require more detailed monitoring/control of intermediate states
of execution than are conventionally provided by compiled, machine-native code.

In this case, we might choose, for example, to represent integer variables as 32-bit binary
numbers in 2’s complement form. The semantics associated with ‘+’ would be the familiar
2's complement addition, so that, if the initial values of B and C were the binary strings
corresponding to 2 and 3, respectively, then following interpretation of this statement we
would expect the value of A to be the binary representation of 5.

Symbolic Interpretation: Another option is to represent the values taken on by variables as
algebraic expressions that denote the computational history of those variables. Symbolic
interpretation has a variety of applications in software testing, verification, and analysis [10].

The semantics associated with ‘4’ could then be to form a new algebraic expression with
+ as its root operator and with the symbolic values of B and C as the operands of that
+. Thus, if the initial values of B and C had been z and 2 * z + y, respectively, then after
interpretation the value of A might be z + (2 x z + y). We can achieve different varieties of
symbolic interpretation by altering these semantics somewhat. For example, we might choose



tu say that the semantics of ‘+’ involve forming a new algebraic expression as above, but then
simplifying that expression to yield, in this example, 3*z+y as the final value for A. Alteration
of the semantics associated with conditional statements can yield the variants known as path-
dependent symbolic evaluation [10] or global symbolic ezecution [7,10]. Symbolic and Actual
interpretation can also be combined to yield dynamic symbolic evaluation [10).

Dynamic Data Flow Interpretation: An even less conventional form of interpretation can be
achieved by letting the value of a variable or expression be a variable name or a null indicator.

This form of interpretation can serve to monitor many of the data-flow based testing metrics
surveyed in [9).

For this purpose, the semantics of ‘+’ is to check each of its operands and, if that operand’s
value is a variable name, to mark that variable as having last been referenced at this statement.
(Similarly, the semantics of ‘:=’ would mark it’s right-hand-side operand, if not null, as
having been referenced, but to mark it’s left-hand-side operand as having been defined at
this statement.) Many variations of dynamic data flow interpretation can be realized by
minor changes in these semantics, including monitoring of other testing metrics or, when
combined with symbolic interpretation, the generation of program slices (34].

As diverse as the above examples of interpretation activities may seem, there are clearly common
threads that suggest that an interpreter design to support all of them is possible. In each instance,
the interpretation of A := B + C consisted of the following sequence of operations:

1. Fetch the current values of B and C.

&)

. Apply the + operator to those values.

3. Determine the location known as “A”.

4. Apply the := operator to that location and to the value returned by the + operation.
What changed from one interpretation variant to another was:

1. the representation of values of variables and expressions, and

2. the semantics associated with the operators + and :=.

This suggests an interpreter design comprised of a common core interpretation algorithm that
determines the order in which values are fetched and operators invoked, a variant part providing
the representation of values, and variant parts defining the semantics of the language operators.

This separation of model-variant and model-invariant parts is a key idea in the development of
the TEAM interpreter, called ARIES [42]. ARIES is designed to be

e Multi-Lingual: ARIES interprets programs encoded within the IRIS internal representa-
tion, which will be described later, thereby inheriting the substantial degree of language-
independence afforded by that representation.

e Multi-Model: ARIES permits a tool-builder to specify value kinds, the data types that will be
used Lo represent values, and semantic functions, the actions that will be bound to operator
names such as ‘47, 1=, etc. Together, the choice of value kind and the binding of semantic
functions to operators constitutes a description of a computation model [42).

-~



e Generic: ARIES is not itself a standalone interpreter — rather it is a skeleton that is instan-
tiated by the tool-builder to yield an interpreter tailored to the requirements of a particular

tool. The computation model descriptions constitute the parameters controlling this instan-
tiation.

3.2.2 The Reasoning Component

Testing and analysis tools frequently need to manipulate symbolic descriptions of various aspects
of the code under test/analysis. A symbolic reasoning component is therefore a logical addition to
the Basic Tools layer of the environment. Specifically, there appear to be three classes of symbolic
problems that tools will wish to address: '

Satisfiability: Given a system of constraints over some variables, does there exist an instance of
those variables satisfying the constraints? Most approaches to automatic theorem proving
address this question as their primary concern (universally quantified theorems are disproved
by demonstrating the satisfiability of their negations).

Canonicalization: Given an expression, what is the desired canonical form of that expression?
This is a more general problem than satisfiability, as the latter can be rephrased as ask-
ing whether a canonical form of an existentially qualified expression is “true”. A common
application of canonicalization is the reduction of a complicated symbolic expression to a
“simplified” form. Another example of canonicalization is loop analysis, where a symbolic
recurrence relation denoting the computation denoted by a loop is transformed into a closed
form. For those programs where such transformations are possible, loop analysis can dra-
matically reduce the effort required for subsequent analysis and testing.

Constraint Solution: Given a system of constraints, what is an instance of the constrained
variables satisfying the constraints? This “constructive” variant on satisfiability is a key
problem in testing, since testing techniques frequently describe desired tests using constraint
systems, in which case a constraint solution denotes an acceptable test.

We do not expect to provide a single technique to deal with all instances of these problems.
Our basic component tool set will provide some special-case tools for symbolic reasoning (e.g.,
linear programming routines for determining satisfiability and constraint solutions of conjunctions
of linear arithmetic relations) in addition to more general-purpose techniques. We also do not wish
to discourage the later addition of new tools to this component. To achieve an appropriate level
of support for the advanced testing tools, however, it is necessary that general-purpose techniques
be provided as part of the basic analysis layer’.

The selection of general-purpose techniques for our symbolic reasoning component poses some
interesting problems. Given our emphasis upon facilitating the construction of new advanced
tools, the design of these basic tools must meet some requirements not conventionally imposed
upon similar symbolic reasoning systems in such contexts as program verification.

'An open question in the design of the symbolic reasoning component is the mechanism for selecting the correct
tool. Our initial version leaves such selection to the judgment of the builder of advanced tools (e.g., someone building
a domain testing tool would know that linear programming suffices for the constraint solution problems arising

during the use of that testing technique). Automated aid for dynamically recognizing the opportunity for employing
special-case tools will be investigated at a later time.



e Direct interaction of the reasoning tool with the user (e.g., prompting for suggested lemmas
or other help) is usually unacceptable, as such interaction makes it impossible to hide the use
of particular basic tools from the user of an advanced tool. Furthermore, such interaction may
be of limited practical value, since in our environment the symbolic problems will usually be
generated automatically in accordance with details of the internal processing of an advanced
tool. It is unlikely that the user of the advanced tool would recognize or understand the
problem statement and the consequences of solving or failing to solve that problem.

¢ Because the symbolic reasoning component will be employed as simply one operation in
a more complex task, the computational resources devoted to it must be kept reasonable
with respect to the rest of the advanced tool. In many applications of symbolic reasoning
about software (e.g., program verification), we have a single theorem whose proof is of great
interest to us. We are then willing to devote substantial effort to its solution. In TEAM, this is
unlikely to be the case. The EQUATE testing technique, for example, may generate hundreds
of theorems in the course of testing a single module. Most of these theorems will be trivially
true or trivially false, and it is more important to quickly resolve the trivial 80 to 90% of the
cases and return to the main tool than to struggle for long periods of time with the few truly
difficult theorems. (This implies a design guideline for advanced tools — that they should
provide a fall-back action in the event of failure to quickly resolve a symbolic problem. Such
fall-backs would necessarily be less efficient than the actions taken upon successful resolution
of the problem, but should allow the tool to continue to make progress.)

o Given the automatic generation of satisfiability problems, there is little reason to believe
that the overwhelming majority of the generated constraint systems will be satisfiable. Nor
is there reason to believe that the overwhelming majority of generated systems will be un-
satisfiable. (Compare this to program verification, where the proposers of a theorem have a
significant incentive to propose correct theorems.) Techniques that are biased, that tend to
give quick confirmation of satisfiability but that perform exhaustive searches of some problem
space before concluding unsatisfiability (e.g., resolution-based methods [31]), are therefore not
acceptable as general-purpose components.

Note that we do not prohibit the use of reasoning techniques violating one or more of the above
requirements in connection with specific advanced tools known to have special characteristics dif-
ferent from those presumed above. Our initial emphasis, however, has been to provide reasoning
components that can be used with the widest possible variety of advanced tools, thereby gaining
maximal leverage towards easing the burden of developing new advanced tools.

Currently we provide a term-reduction system to serve as the heart of our general-purpose
symbolic reasoning component [18]. Term-reduction systems not only satisfy the requirements
enumerated above, but appear to offer the most utility in the hands of novice specification writers.
Furthermore, they meet our goal of genericity by serving as both satisfiability problem solvers and
as canonicalization systems. In some instances they can also be employed for constraint solution

(e.g-, [5])

3.3 Language Processing

This layer of TBEAM is concerned with the conversion of program source code into an internal
representation suitable for processing by the basic and advanced tools. Among the tools provided



in this layer one would expect to find lexers, parsers, and translators. Given our concern for
genericity, it should come as no surprise that we also include tools to aid in the production of new
language processing tools, including analogues of the familiar LEX and YACC tools for generating
lexers and parsers. Various utilities and generics providing support for the generation of our internal
representation are also provided.

The choice of internal representation for TEAM is one of the more interesting features of this
layer, as it is the language-independence of our chosen representation that permits so many of the
Basic and Advanced tools to be multi-lingual. We have chosen to employ IRIS [2,33], which stands
for Internal Representation Including Semantics. IRIS is an abstract syntax graph that represents
a program in terms of expressions. In essence, IRIS encodes everything as literals or as operators
applied to a set of operand expressions. Thus the expression 2 + 3 is encoded as the application of
an addition operator to the literals 2 and 3. A while-loop would be encoded as the application of
a while operator applied to two operands, the first being an IRIS structure encoding a condition
and the second an IRIS structure encoding a statement list.

A key feature of IRIS that separates it from other syntax graph representations (e.g., DIANA
[17]) is that none of the operators in IRIS are predefined. Instead, the operator in each graph
node is represented by a pointer to an IRIS structure representing the declaration of that operator,
including such information as the operator’s name, the number of operands it takes, the data
types of those operands and of the returned value (if any), the in/out mode of the parameters,
and whether each parameter is to be evaluated prior to invoking the operator’s semantics (for
example, ‘+’ operators assume that their operands have been evaluated prior to performing the
semantic action we call addition; the while operator does not expect its operands to have been
previously evaluated but instead will, as part of its semantics, determine when and how often to
evaluate them). There is essentially no difference between the declarations for the “predefined”
operators for the programming language and for user-defined procedures and functions that have
been compiled into IRIS. IRIS is therefore a general purpose structure for representing programs.

To represent a given language in IRIS, one must provide the IRIS-structured declarations of the
syntactic operators for that language. Different sets of primitive operators would yield different
languages. Basic and Advanced tools in our environment can often be designed to employ those
operator declarations as encountered in the code being analyzed, rather than to presume a fixed

set of primitive operators for some pre-chosen language. Tools designed in this manner will fully
exploit much of IRIS’s multi-lingual flexibility.

3.4 Environment Support

Tools in TEAM will create many complex objects, some of which will be interrelated in complex
ways. Unfortunately, current file and data base systems do not provide adequate support for
the creation, storing, retrieving, and sharing of such complex objects {4] and so we have had to
design and implement a tool to meet our needs. This tool, called GRAPHITE, provides support for
graph objects since graphs are the most common object defined by tools in the testing system and
because many other common data structures can be treated as special cases of graphs. GRAPHITE
also represents another example of a generic tool. Currently, GRAPHITE is the only tool in the
Environment Support component although other tools may need to be added later.

GRAPHITE accepts specifications of classes of attributed graphs written in a graph description
language, called GDL [11]. Given the GDL specification for a particular class of attributed graphs,
GRAPHITE automatically produces the code for an abstract data type for that class of graphs.
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. Automatically creating the abstract data type from a graph description is not a new concept
'19]. What is innovative about the GRAPHITE system is the design of the abstract data type that
is actually generated and the ways in which it is used to meet our ob Jectives. Central among those
objectives is support for a prototyping approach to experimental tool development that permits
a straightforward transition from prototype to production quality implementation. -To this end,
GRAPHITE produces two different kinds of abstract data type interfaces. One supports software
development of experimental systems. It is designed so that when developers modify the definitions
of graph classes there is a minimal effect on other tools in the system, even on those tools that use
this modified class. The second interface is designed for efficient manipulation of graphs. When
the definition of a graph class has been finalized, the second interface can be trivially substituted
for the first so that a more efficient, but less flexible, version of the environment can be created.
Thus, we have support for both development and production versions of an environment and a
process for easily going from the development to the production version.

4 Conclusion

The TEAM environment has been under development for the past two years. It grew out of our
interest to create an automated testing system for demonstrating the feasibility of many advanced
testing techniques as well as to provide a platform to further our own research in software testing.
Often empirical studies are required to evaluate a technique or to gain first hand experience with
an approach. Unfortunately, many testing techniques are rather complex to implement, thereby
thwarting such research, especially when investigating combinations of techniques and their effects.
Moreover, we had previous experience with other testing systems and knew how hard it was to
modify them in the numerous ways that inevitably emerged from our own research endeavors.
Thus, we were and continue to be very motivated to develop a system that supports integration,
extensibility, and experimentation.

The current version of the TEAM environment has been instantiated to accept a substantial
subset of Ada as well as an Ada-like design language [36]. Although these languages are similar,
they are different enough that we have successfully experimented with creating multi-language as
well as multi-phase testing tools.

We chose Ada as the first language to analyze since it supports data abstraction and provides
mechanisms for concurrency. Both abstraction and concurrency pose interesting problems for
testing that we hope to address in our research [21,39]. Although it is relatively straightforward to
instantiate a new language, it does require considerable effort and we have only limited resources.
Thus, we feel we must initially choose our analysis languages carefully.

The environment is totally written in Ada to further portability and to allow us eventually
to apply our own testing and analysis tools to themselves as well as to the other tools in the
environment. TEAM currently runs on the SUN and DEC/Ultrix Verdix compilers as well as on
the DEC/VMS Ada compiler. We are currently in the process of porting the system to an ALSYS
compiler. We have had considerable compiler difficulties; current Ada compilers are not known for
their robust support for generics, a feature we use extensively.

Currently two advanced testing and analysis tools have been implemented, a symbolic evaluation
tool and a simple debugger. In addition several other tools are under development, including a
tool to do inter-module analysis [36] and tools to do concurrency analysis [1,21]. These efforts have
demonstrated the relative ease with which tools can be composed from the basic testing and analysis
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tools and underlying components. The implemented tools use different comnputation models in the
interpreter and make very different demands on the reasoning facility. They demonstrate the ease
with which tools can exploit genericity to tailor the basic components to their particulr needs. These
two tools are also designed to fully exploit the language independent representation provided by
IRIS and, thus, can accept either of the languages currently supported by the language processing
component. Most of our tools make extensive use of the GRAPHITE system, since graphs are a
pervasive data structure in program analysis. To date we have only implemented the development
version of this component. The prototyping support that it provides has been greatly appreciated
by our programmers, who use it to avoid long compilations as they incrementally develop their
software. .

TEAM is only an initial prototype. There must be considerably more experience before stronger
conclusions can be drawn about its effectiveness and weaknesses. In particular, more advanced and
diverse testing and analysis components must be implemented to assess how well it meets our orig-
inal goals. Many of the components are only first approximations to the eventual implementations
that should be provided. In particular, much more powerful reasoning capabilities should be added
to the system. This is an open ended area in that there will always be a desire for more and more
powerful reasoning tools. The question is, how easily does our architecture allow us to incorporate
and employ these new capabilities? We see this as a weakness in our current approach, since there
is currently no mechanism for defining how tools interact and the objects they create and use other
than through the code that implements the tools. Issues such as this are currently being addressed
by the authors and their colleagues as part of the Arcadia project. In the Arcadia environment,
process programs [25] will be used to explicitly define the relationship among the various tools and
the objects they create and use, and support for defining and maintaining these relationships will
be provided as a part of the environment infrastructure.

Another weakness in the TEAM environment is its support for object management. The
GRAPHITE system supports graph objects but no other type of objects. Moreover, it only sup-
ports limited kinds of inter-graph relationships. Although it provides only limited functionality,
this component has proven invaluable in our software development efforts as well as in helping to
clarify some of the complex object management issues that need to be explored further.

Eventually, many of the components of the TEAM environment will be moved over to the
Arcadia environment. The interaction among the testing and analysis tools will provide some
of the first examples of process programs and their support for complex tool interaction. The
environment support component of TEAM will be completely replaced by Arcadia’s more powerful
object management system. The language processing component described here was built as part
of the Arcadia environment and was developed jointly by consortium members. The Arcadia user
interface [38] will provide a uniform way of interacting with the tool set. We believe the basic
design of the advanced testing tools and the basic testing and analysis components, however, will
remain relatively unchanged. Moreover, we believed that once they are supported by a more
powerful environment infrastructure, we will be able to more widely experiment with how well
they facilitate integration, extensibility and experimentation of testing and analysis tools.
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